
 

May 22, 2020 

Dear CET Families, 

We hope that your child(ren), and maybe even you, enjoyed our first ever Virtual Field Day! A big 
THANK YOU to our Physical Education teachers, Ms. Leslie and Mr. Duchin, for putting this 
event together! And also THANK YOU to the teachers who led a Field Day activity. “It takes a 
village.”  The Field Day activities will remain posted for the Memorial Day weekend.  

We had an overwhelming number of parents attend our first ever Virtual Principal’s Coffee last 
night!  Just over a hundred parents had signed up, and about 65 of them were virtually there! We 
used this opportunity to answer parents’ most pressing questions. Here are the 12 questions 
that were addressed at our Coffee: 

Question: What if I did not register my child yet for kindergarten? 

Answer: It is not too late to register your child. Registration information can be found on our 
website. You should also reach out to Gail Anzovino at Gail.Anzovino@chufsd.org who can mail 
you a placement packet and guide you through the process.   

Question:  When will kindergarten screening take place? 

Answer: Kindergarten screening was scheduled to take place the first week of June.  At this 
time our plan is to screen our incoming kindergarteners at the start of the school year.  A 
mailing was just sent to all incoming kindergarten families that included the DIAL-4 Parent 
Questionnaire , a Getting to Know Your Child form as well as information from our school nurse 
and transportation department. It is important for parents to complete the two forms and return 
them as stated in the accompanying letter.  

Question: What are the plans for the Fourth Grade Moving Up Ceremony?  

Answer: We will be recognizing our Fourth Grade graduates on Thursday, June 25. This is the 
same date we would have had their Moving Up Ceremony had we been in school.  We wouldn’t 
let the school year end without a formal farewell. At this time our plan is to send out a Moving 
Up video message to our fourth graders and their families the morning of June 25. The video 
message would include welcoming and congratulatory remarks from our Superintendent,  Dr. 
O’Connell, a BOE member, and school principal, Mrs. Maloney. Fourth grade students, one from 
each class, will also make remarks. We are also planning to have a “drive by” ceremony on that 
same day.  We will be meeting with a few PTA parents next week to continue the planning. We 
will communicate directly with fourth grade families as we solidify our plans. In the meantime, 
please mark your calendars for the morning of June 25.   

Question: How are we preparing our fourth grade students for the transition to PVC? 

Answer: We all recognize the need for our rising 4th graders to feel comfortable and confident 
as they transition to PVC.  To that end, a video and questionnaire were sent to all 4th graders 
from Mrs. Woolley and PVC counselor, Mrs. Bonilla.  We are happy to report that over 80 
students replied to the survey. PVC’s Principal, Mr. Plotkin recently sent out an informational 
screencast to fourth grade families. There is a lot of critical information in this communication 
for both parents and their fourth graders.  More information will be sent at a later date from our 
school counselors and PVC administration.  

  Question: How will student placement be done?  
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Answer: We have already begun the placement process, virtually. Each grade level meets with 
building administration and determines class placement for their current students. The fourth 
grade teachers are involved in the placement of their students into fifth grade. Building 
administration determines the placement of  incoming kindergarten students. Placement letters 
will be mailed in early August. We anticipate that there will be six sections of kindergarten and 
first grade; and five sections of second, third, and fourth grade. Our current second grade class 
will be going from six sections to five sections however class size will still fall within BOE 
guidelines.  

Question: Will we be receiving report cards? If so, how will children be graded? 

Answer: All students will receive a report card for the second half of the school year. Student 
report cards will be posted in the eSchool Parent Portal on Friday, June 26 . Students will be 
scored in the academic areas that teachers were able to assess prior to the closure of school as 
well as in any areas that they were able to assess through eLearning assignments. Grade level 
teams worked together to identify the standards that they could score. Those standards that 
teachers were not able to provide a score are marked N/A. The “Skills and Content” standards 
for Art, Music, and Physical Education, will be rolled over from the first marking period to the 
second marking period.   

Question: Will students be administered any assessments before the end of the year?  

Answer:  Families received a K12 Alert indicating that students will be expected to take their 
Spring STAR assessments from home.  The K12 provided directions to login as well as 
indicating which tests each grade level are assigned.  It is important that students complete 
these assessments independently in order to provide us with the most accurate data on how 
students have progressed since the winter administration of the assessments.  It is important to 
note that students have prior experience taking these online tests as they were administered in 
the fall and the winter of this school year.  STAR assessments are computer adaptive, the 
questions will adjust appropriately based on students' responses.In addition to the STAR 
assessments,  teachers in the upper grades are assigning assessments in Math and ELA 
through Google Classroom. 

Question: How will we support students who may have fallen behind? 

Answer:  We are looking into whether Zearn, Lexia and RAZ-Kids will be available over the 
summer for student use.  Once we return in September students will be assessed and teachers 
will utilize the RtI process to determine individual student needs.  Teachers on each grade level 
will determine where to begin curriculum in September. 

Question: Will there be any summer programs?  

Answer:  We received guidance from the Governor yesterday that all summer programs, 
including Extended School Year,  will take place remotely.  There will be no IN SCHOOL summer 
programs.  

Question:  What will the process look like for collecting students’ personal belongings and for 
returning school materials including Chromebooks? 

Answer: Students personal materials have been collected and removed from the classrooms. 
We are working on a plan for curbside pick up by grade/class beginning the week of June 8th. 
Chromebooks will be collected the last week of June. A K12 Alert will be sent with specific 
dates and times. 

Question: What does the end of the year schedule look like? When is the last day of school?  

Answer:  At this time of the year, teachers are still presenting new material to students. We will 
be discussing our end of year schedule in the upcoming days with our faculty.  The last day of 
school has not been determined yet.  



 

Question: What will the reopening of school look like? 

Answer:  The district has established a Croton-Harmon Union Free School District Re-Entry Task 
Force which addresses Key Focus Areas for re-entry.  The task force will consist of stakeholders 
from all areas of the district.  We will diligently work on a re-entry plan while awaiting guidance 
from the Governor, SED, and the CDC.  Additionally, the Croton Harmon Administrative team 
meets multiple times a week with a focus on re-entry as well as weekly meetings with 
administrative colleagues in the region. 

We will keep you updated on these topics and more through our weekly Friday newsletters. As 
always, please do not hesitate to contact us or your child’s teacher  if you have a question.  

We are very excited about our upcoming district-wide procession through Croton on Tuesday, 
May 26 at 1:00 pm. We hope that you will all be out to show your support and school spirit! Here 
is the route that we will be following. Please follow health and safety guidelines: wear a mask, 
practice social distancing, and do not obstruct the flow of traffic. 

Just a reminder that the annual school budget vote is Tuesday, June 9 via absentee ballot.  You 
can find out more about the school budget, the Bus Bond Proposition, and voter registration 
here.  

We hope that you enjoy the Memorial Day long weekend. 

Warm regards, 

Kelly Maloney and Kerri Bianchi, CET Administrators 
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